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n»What is culture? Between West and East” is an introductory course that presents the
concept of culture as an attempt of re-understanding East-West relations. The course discusses the
seam and rupture lines, affinities and influences between East and West and presents major case
studies in cultural history, such as Babylonian and Greek cultures, medieval Arab and European
legacies, modernity and orientalism, theology and secularism, taking into account the open and
concealed affiliations between East and West.

Among the case studies in the course: the beginning of the epic - between the Babylonian
rGilgamesh” and the Greek 7Odyssey”; The Birth of the Modern Novel: Don Quixote’s
Impersonation as an Arabic history book translated into Spanish; the course is signed with

memories of  colonial Africa: between Jacqueline Kahanoff’s levantine thought,

and Héléne Cixous’s Feminist Theory.
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