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Love and Courtship in the Shakespearean Imagination

Shakespeare’s name today represents a global cultural brand, and his plays and poems
represent for many, still, the gold standard of Western culture. Especially, Shakespeare is still
considered by many in the Anglophone world as the greatest of love poets. In this course,
we will read closely two of Shakespeare’s most famous plays, the comedy “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream” and the tragedy “Romeo and Juliet”, focusing especially on the world of
young lovers and the connection in these plays between the imagination, love and poetry.

We will explore the unique powers of the Shakespearean imagination and assess its
relevance to us today. We will look at the connection in Shakespeare’s thought and art
between the particular and the universal and trace the unique ways by which Shakespeare
introduces us to complex and rich characters through poetic expression and the theatrical
medium. We will also learn about the world of Elizabethan theater in the Renaissance and
approach our plays as works meant for the stage and the interpretation of actors.
Throughout, we will ask: if, as Shakespeare knew to say, “all the world’s a stage, and all the
men and women merely players”, what can his works teach us about the ways we exist in
the world and conduct ourselves as thinking, often flawed, beings who come together to
form fragile societies in which to play out our lives?

Requirements:

e English at “ptor” competency level. We will be reading the plays in the original
English alongside a Hebrew translation.

e Viewing recorded performances of "A Midsummer Night’s Dream” and “Romeo and
Juliet” of recent productions and/or reading the plays, either in original English or in
translation.

e Completing all online classes on time

e First midterm assignment (10% of grade)

e Second midterm assignment (30% of grade)

e Final in-class exam (60% of grade)

e Optional 5 bonus points for any student who completes more than 90% of the bonus
questions across the course

*The midterm assignments are short written assignments to be submitted online through
the course website.
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